Many of these infections do not respond to antibiotics commonly used in the hospital, viz, penicillin, streptomycin, chloramphenicol, and occasionally ampicillin. One of the reasons for this lack of response may be the fact that the nature of the organisms concerned and their antimicrobial susceptibility are not known.
Puerperal sepsis is the single most common cause of illness and death among mothers in Zaria. Many of those affected have had no antenatal care and have had their labour supervised by traditional midwives. Often they come to hospital with severe genital infections or at the end of prolonged labour.
Many of these infections do not respond to antibiotics commonly used in the hospital, viz, penicillin, streptomycin, chloramphenicol, and occasionally ampicillin. One of the reasons for this lack of response may be the fact that the nature of the organisms concerned and their antimicrobial susceptibility are not known.
In order to ascertain the nature of these organisms a preliminary bacteriological investigation of the lower genital tract of women in labour in Zaria was undertaken.
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In a microbiological study of 187 women admitted in labour to Ahmadu Bello University teaching hospital in Zaria, cervical swabs were taken by circumferential sweep around the margin of the external os, placed in 5 ml Stuart's transport medium, and sent to the laboratory.
Primary media were inoculated and incubated as shown in Table 1 . All isolates were identified according to the methods recommended by Cowan and Steel.' Chlamydia, viruses, and T-strain mycoplasmas and trichomonas were not sought in this study, and only simple methods of anaerobic culture were used.
Results
Nine groups or genera of microbes were isolated, as shown in Table 2 . There were Candida albicans Perhaps the most important fact that has emerged from this work is that the lower genital tract of most women in Zaria at the time of labour is heavily colonised by pathogens. In order to prevent genital tract sepsis, therefore, labour should not be prolonged, and unnecessary trauma to the genital tract at the time of delivery should be avoided. 
